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SUBJ: PROFESSOR BENJAMIN AARON ADDRESSES MULTI-RACIAL TRADE 
UNION SEMINAR 

1 . PROEESSOR AARON OF UCLA ADDRESSED ABOUT THIRTY REPRESENTATIVES 
OF TRADE UNION COUNCIL OE SOUTH AFRICA (TUCSA) AND SEVEN 
UNREGISTERED JOHANNESBURG-BASED BLACK TRADE UNIONS AT DAY-LONG 
SEMINAR OCTOBER 1 1 AT HEADQUARTERS OE TUCSA- AFFILIATED GARMENT 
WORKERS UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. PROFESSOR ARRON DEALT AT LENGTH 
WITH THREE SUBJECTS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO PARTICIPANTS- 
GRIEVANCE AND ARBITRATION PROCEDURES, STRIKES AND OTHER FORMS 

OF INDUSTRILA ACTION & DISCRIMINATION 

IN EMPLOYMENT-AND THEN LISTENED AS PARTICIPANTS REEPONDED WITH 
STATEMENTS OF THEIR OWN VIEWS ON LABOR AND TRADE UNION PROBLEMS IN 
SOUTH AERICA. 

2. AERICAN UNIONS REPRESENTED INCLUDED LUCY MVUBELO'S NATIONAL 
UNION OF CLOTHING WORKERS (TEN REPRESENTATIVES), DRAKE KOKA'S 
BLACK ALLIED WORKERS UNION (EIGHT REPRESENTATIVES), TRANSPORT 
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WORKERS UNION (TWO REPRESENTATIVES), AFRICAN TEXTILE WORKERS UNION 
(ONE REPRESENTATIVE), AERICAN TOBACCO WORKERS UNION (ONE REPRE- 
SENTATIVE) AND AFRICAN CHEMICAL WORKERS UNION (ONE REPRESENTATIVE). 
TUCSA SENT SEVEN REPRESENTATIVES INCLUDING ASSISTANT GENERAL 
SECRETARY AND DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION. 

3. DISCUSSION IN RESPONSE TO PROEESSOR AARON'S REMARKS CENTERED 
AROUND PARTICIPANTS' CONTRASTING VIEWS OE TRADE UNIONISM WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OE TUCSA-ORIENTED NATIONAL UNION OE CLOTHING 
WORKERS SPEAKING ALMOST PASSIONATELY IN DEEENSE OE BLACK- WHITE 
COLLABORATION AND WITH MOST OTHER BLACK PARTICIPANTS SPEAKING 
WITH EQUAL FERVOR IN SUPPORT OF INDEPENDENT DEVELOPMENT. FORMER 
EMPHASIZED ADVANTAGES WHICH HAVE ACCRUED TO THEM OVER YEARS AS 
RESULT OF THEIR CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH GARMENT WORKERS' UNION. 
LATTER EMPHASIZED PROEOUND DIFFERENCES IN CULTURE BETWEEN 
BLACKS AND WHITES AND CONSEQUENT SIGNIFICANT EXTENT TO WHICH 
WESTERN "BREAD-AND-BUTTER" TYPE UNIONISM FAILED TO MEET SOME OF 
MORE IMPORTANT NEEDS OF BLACK SOUTH AERICAN WORKERS. LATTER ALSO 
STRESSED NEED FOR BLACKS TO GET AWAY FROM WHITE PATERNALISM & TO 
TRY TO DO MORE EOR THEMSELVES. 

4. SEMINAR SIGNIEICANT BECAUSE IT CONSTITUTED FIRST TIME 
REPRESENTATIVES OE TUCSA AND UNREGISTERED INDEPENDENT BLACK UNIONS 
HAVE COME TOGETHER EOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF ENGAGING IN GIVE-AND- 
TAKE ON THEIR RESPECTIVE VIEWS OF TRADE UNIONISM. PROEESSOR AARON 
DESERVES GREAT CREDIT FOR HOLDING INTEREST AND ATTENTION OE GROUP 
FOR OVER FOUR HOURS AND FOR ELICITING FRANK & EVEN ELOQUENT 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WHICH FOLLOWED HIS EORMAL PRESENTATION. HOPE 

IS THAT PARTICIPANTS AND ORGANIZATIONS THEY REPRESENT WILL LOOK 
UPON SEMINAR AS BASIS FOR TYPE OE CONTINUING COMMUNICATION WHICH 
WILL HELP ALL OF THEM IN THEIR EEEORTS TO ACHIEVE CERTAIN 
COMMON GOALS. 
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